
As a Caledonian, I think
Noumea is a very pleasant city
to raise young children, access
to nature is so easy. Growing
up, the lack of openness to the
world is felt; it is therefore not
easy to make young people
aware of the importance of
globalization (with its benefits
and drawbacks) and the
usefulness of becoming global
citizens.

The James Cook International School is a private international bilingual
school which welcomes 420 children from kindergarten to the
baccalaureate, of which an 8% are international.

__What were the key stages in your development and the
factors in your success?
Firstly, we had to set up the initial project, the primary school, we
were then on the lookout for the adequate building while
convincing people of the usefulness of this establishment and
finally we had to find the funds for the implementation of the
project. We then created the secondary school, 3 years after the
primary. Finally, the last step was the move of the primary school
to the orphanage neighbourhood, 9 years after its creation.
Perseverance, tenacity and unlimited personal involvement were
the main factors of our success.

__What are your current priorities and how do you plan to
grow in the years to come?

__Your final message for expatriate
families coming or wanting to settle in
New Caledonia?

Choose NC interviews Ms. Vanessa Gervolino,
Director of the James Cook International School

__Innovation is imperative in
education. What steps have been put
in place to digitize the James Cook
International School?

The diplomas we issue are as follows: ASSR 1,
ASSR 2, National Diploma of Brevet, PSC1,
baccalaureate and since 2020, the South
Australian Certificate of Education which is an
international exam dispensed and validated in
English.
Our students' paths are varied, mastering at
least two languages promotes international
openness.

The use of new technologies has
always been at the heart of teaching at
EIJC. It is important that the students
learn to use and master digital tools.

__What do you think of
Noumea as a city for the
education of a child?

Caledonia is a part of France in the
middle of the South Pacific, with its
treasures and peculiarities.
Its geographical position inevitably
requires the mastery of several
languages including English, which is the
language of global communication.
Learning to master two languages,
understanding different cultures and
opening up to the world are reasons
why the James Cook International
School exists.

__What diplomas does the school issue?
What paths do your students follow after
graduation?

__How do your teachers develop
their professional skills?

We regularly bring in new tools on
which we train the teachers. In a
constantly evolving society, regular
questioning is important in order to
improve the teaching and learning of
students.

Our main priorities are the development of skills in our
educational project and the development of post-baccalaureate
training.
In order to grow, we plan to move the high school next to the
primary school, we also want to develop an international S.A.C.E
(South Australian Certificate of Education) diploma.
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